
 
 
 

Art History Fun Sheet – Vincent van Gogh 
 

Biography - Vincent Van Gogh was born in 1853 in 

Holland. He tried many different jobs, but found he loved 

drawing and painting. When he began painting his artwork 

was dark and kind of dreary.   

He decided to move to Paris where his brother Theo and 

many other artists lived. He saw the style of Impressionism 

and the bright colors and developed his own style from that. 

This kind of painting was called Post Impressionism, meaning 

it came after Impressionism.  

He would go outdoors and paint which is called plein air. 

He would take his easel, canvas and paints and find a scene 

he liked and then he would paint it. He also painted what is 

called a still life.  These are of arrangements of objects, like 

a table with fruit or maybe flowers.  

Even though he only sold one painting in his lifetime, he continued to paint, and it was an obsession for 

him. Van Gogh has a museum in Amsterdam, Holland, dedicated to his work. 

Activity - The work you will be coloring is called “Starry Night”. He painted this of the night sky in 

colors of blue and yellow. Look at the sky, can you find the moon and the stars? 

The clouds and sky seem to move, do you look up 

sometimes and see the clouds move in the sky? 

The trees at the bottom remind you of anything. They 

almost look like flames in a fire.  

 

He made the houses and the church very small, but 

made the sky take up a lot of the space. Why did he 

do that? Do you think he liked the sky? 

Some say he found hope in the bright stars shining in 

the dark sky. He was sad and in a hospital, when he 

painted this, maybe he was hoping to get better and 

saw the stars and moon as hope. 

Pick some of your favorite colors, maybe try using 

two colors like Van Gogh, and color your worksheet. 
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